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THE PURPOSE AND NATURE OF THE CENTRAL AREA PLAN 
Location 


The Central Area is that portion of the City bounded by the Bay, Queen 
Street, the top of the Escarpment, and Victoria Avenue. It includes 
Durand, Corktown, Central, Beasley, North End East and West 
Neighbourhoods and portions of Landsdale and Stinson west of Victoria 
Ave. (Map 3) 


Purpose of the Plan 


The purpose of this Plan is to provide a land use guide for the Central 
Area of the City of Hamilton from the present into the next century. 


The Central Area Plan has been prepared in response to the need for a 
strong statement on the appropriate future direction for the Central Area 
of Hamilton. The Plan provides objectives and policies which reflect the 
Central Area's role as the centre of the Region. 


The Plan stresses the importance of a healthy, vibrant, well-designed, 
human-scale environment to the economic well-being of the Central Area. 
Policies are aimed at building on the Central Area's existing attributes, 
creating an environment conducive to investment, regeneration and growth, 
and maximizing the benefits of co-ordinated long-range planning and 
implementation in the Central Area. 


This Plan is a revision of the original Central Area Plan approved by 
City Council in January 1981. It is based on recommendations by the 
Central Area Plan Implementation Committee (CAPIC), an advisory group of 
business, labour, residential and other community representatives 
reporting to the City of Hamilton Planning and Development Committee. 


The original Central Area Plan has been re-examined and re-affirmed given 
the time which has elapsed since it was prepared and the experience in 
implementing it. The original goals and policies of the Central Area 
Plan are re-emphasized and in some cases replaced. 


The document suggests the best ways to capitalize on the assets of the 
most important area of the City. Policies are established to protect and 
enhance public and private investment in the Central Area. The Plan 
attempts to balance conmerce, livability and social improvements. 


The Plan provides the terms of reference for public works and private 
initiatives in the Central Area and functions as a standard against which 
the City can evaluate the appropriateness of such initiatives in relation 
to the long-term growth and management strategies. 


It also links the broad policies of the Regional Municipality of 
Hamilton-Wentworth Official Plan, and the specific, detailed policies of 
the Neighbourhood Plans and other studies as they relate to the Central 
Area. 


Nature of the Plan 
In essence, the NATURE of the Central Area Plan is as follows: 


fe) The Plan continues the philosophy outlined in the original Central 
Area Plan (1981) for the development of the Central Area; 


fe) The Plan is organized under the main headings of Land Use, Genera] 
Uses, Movement, Urban Design, Compatibility of Uses and 
Implementation. Goals and policies are listed under each heading; 


fe) Policies in the Plan will be used to guide Council in making 
decisions which affect the Central Area; 


0) Adoption of the Plan will set the stage for further investigation 
of ways to achieve the desired goals; 


0) Implementation of the policies contained in the Plan will be 
co-ordinated and consistent with other Central Area initiatives. 
Co-ordination of priorities for implementation is vital. Studies 
and actions necessary to implement the Plan will be outlined and 
co-ordinated by C.A.P.1.C.;3 


O Public participation will be provided for through the 
implementation and review of this Plan; and, 


fo) The Central Area Plan will be approved by City Council and the 
Region of Hamilton-Wentworth in the form of an Official Plan 
Amendment. Any Amendment to the Central Area Plan will be by 
Council resolution and through amendment to the relevant portions 
of the Official Plan. 


GOALS OF THE PLAN 


The goals of the Central Area Plan are to: 


fe) Provide an attractive lively, human scale environment with 
appropriate physical social and human infrastructure; 

fe) Give greater priority to the Central Area in terms of planning, 
development, implementation, monitoring and promotion; 

fe) Maintain and increase the resident population, commercial services, 
social and government services, as well as the quality of life in 
general; 

) Direct new multi-purpose developments into the downtown core with 
special emphasis on residential components; 

O Minimize the impact of through-traffic on the downtown core and 
residential neighbourhoods; 

fe) Encourage mixed-use development; 

O Encourage effective urban design, architectural considerations, and 


energy conservation in land use and building location, content, and 
style through strong urban design guidelines; 


agate 


0) Emphasize desirable special objectives in land use, building and 
amenities; 


0 Encourage suitable waterfront development with BPD Ghats ce links to 
the downtown; 


) Enhance the Central Area's role in the Hamilton-Wentworth Region 
and the surrounding Market Area particularly regarding commercial 
development; and, 


0 Direct attention to the primary objectives of growth, job creation 
and a healthy economy. 


fe) Enhance the physical and social environment, which is fundamental 
to good urban planning. 


BASIS OF THE PLAN AND ASSUMPTIONS 


The original Central Area (1981) Plan adopted what it described as a "new 
philosophy" for the City of Hamilton's Central Area. It stated: 


"An attractive, lively, human-scale environment with the physical, 
social, and human infrastructure in place will both improve the 
downtown quality of life, draw people to the area, and thus, 
encourage the private sector to expand the residential, commercial, 
and industrial sectors. At the same time, the Plan attempts to 
make the downtown more efficient by recommending the appropriate 
balance among the various elements comprising the development 
pattern. It is this approach, concentrating on desired 
development, the environment, the services, and their 
inter-relationships, which makes this Plan so important for the 
future of the Central Area of Hamilton." 


The Regional Centre 


The Regional Official Plan states specific objectives for Central 
Hamilton as follows: 


PAE a | "It shall be the policy of Regional Council: 
Line ca heial To designate central Hamilton as the Regional Centre. 
Celwilee To require that the City of Hamilton, in its Official Plan, 
recognize the Regional Centre as a multi-use area including 
the following activities: 
(a) Retail 
(b) Offices 
(c) Compatible manufacturing 


(d) Residential 


(e) Social, community and health services 


— 


_ mu Glu has a orgtl?, = 
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stele To require that the City of Hamilton, in its Official Plan, 
permit and encourage sufficient office and retail space in 
downtown Hamilton. Downtown Hamilton shall be developed in a 
fashion consistent with the characteristics of a Regional 
Centre and shall include: 


(a) Provision of a wide range of retail outlets including 
major and junior department stores, specialty, food and 
general merchandise stores. 


(b) Provision of a wide range of office functions including 
head and branch offices of companies and offices of 
Provincial, Federal and Regional Governments. 


ley ae ie’ To require that the City of Hamilton, in its Official Plan, 
establish a program to enhance the environment in the 
Regional Centre through urban design policies, retention of 
buildings of significant architectural or historic merit and 
the improvement of pedestrian and vehicular access and flows. 


Fe ey To support the City of Hamilton in its program of enhancement 
of the Regional Centre through the provision of appropriate 
Regional facilities and services. 


Zoos led To promote the location of a multi-mode (trains, buses) 
transportation terminal in the Regional Centre if feasible." 


Facilities and services have developed in the Central Area of a sufficiently 
high order of quality that it attracts people from beyond the City and 
Regional boundaries. As a government centre, the Central Area contains a 
number of Federal and Provincial district offices and agencies that serve 
other areas within Hamilton-Wentworth, Niagara, Haldimand-Norfolk, Halton and 
Waterloo Regions, as wel] as Brant and Oxford counties. In addition, many 
non-profit agencies located in the Central Area provide services for those 
living outside the City. 


As a cultural centre, the Central Area attracts people to such places as the 
Art Gallery, Hamilton Place and Copps Coliseum from throughout the Golden 
Horseshoe and beyond. 


Further, shopping facilities in the downtown, including Jackson Square, Hess 
Village and the Farmer's Market provide a major attraction to the City. 


People visiting the Central Area for a variety of reasons provide economic 
benefits to the entire Region. Therefore, policies in this Plan aim to 
maintain and strengthen the economic and social viability of the Central 
Area. This will also assist in implementing the Regional Economic Strategy 
which identifies the need for attracting people into the Central Area. 


Central Area Trends 


The nucleus of new development in the Central Area has been provided through 
the Civic Square Redevelopment Project encompassing both commercial and 
institutional uses. Hamilton Place, the Library, the Farmers Market, the Art 
Gallery, Copps Coliseum, and the Convention Centre provide cultural, 


ear 


educational, entertainment, sports, and tourist magnets, offering valued 
services and attractions and which will enhance Hamilton's image. Their 


concentration in the core area emphasizes that the downtown is the heart of 
the City and Region. ; 


In recognition of the necessity for a vibrant, growing, downtown core, the 
Downtown Action Plan was prepared in 1982. The Downtown Action Plan 
implements the philosophy first enunciated in the Central Area Plan (1981) 
that investment and people will be attracted to the Central Area by the 
creation of a more visually appealing, attractive, and comfortable environment. 


The Downtown Action Plan addresses streetscaping, marketing, and traffic 
needs. It has resulted in the redesign of Gore Park as a people place, the 
creation of a bus mall on the south leg of King Street at Gore Park, and 
ongoing streetscaping improvements to King Street and surrounding area. In 
total, over $10 million in public money will be spent as a result of the 
Downtown Action Plan. 


Recently, new interest in residential development is occurring. The original 
Central Area Plan promoted the addition of residential uses to the core area 
to stimulate the commercial, institutional and other uses and to increase 
activity and interaction in the downtown area in non-working hours. 


Since much of this residential development has been higher cost condominiums, 
there is a need for additional affordable housing both owner occupied and 
rental in the Central Area. This may best be provided by Non-Profit and 
Co-operative Housing groups. It is the aim of the Central Area Plan to 
provide for a mix of housing types and tenures for a variety of household 
incomes in the Central Area. Mixed income family housing in the Central Area 
is essential in providing for a vibrant and active downtown. 


In addition, the idea first enunciated in the Central Area Plan for a 
recreation centre on King East in the vicinity of Ferguson and Wellington as 
an alternative and eastern anchor to Jackson Square is still alive. This 
shows the renewed interest in the King East area for non-commercial activities 
such as housing and recreation. 
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THE PLAN AND THE FUTURE 


This Plan recommends a creative approach. to planning the downtown core and 
Surrounding area, in an effort to encourage development that incorporates 
mixed land use, the human scale, good urban design principles and a positive 
contribution to the urban fabric. 


This Plan reinforces the approach stated in the original Plan: 


"Private investment cannot be attracted to an area simply by designating 
lands for the desired use in land use plans. This has been the approach 
taken by the City, perhaps as a result of the high growth forecasts of 
the 1950's and 60's, before the energy crisis and passing of the baby 
boom. For example, it is estimated that existing zoning in the downtown 
alone would permit the development of over 35 million square feet of 
commercial floorspace. The existing commercial floorspace is some 2.3 
million square feet or 7% of that permitted. 


Development policies are of no value if development is not forthcoming. 


Stronger incentives are required than merely designating and zoning 
lands for the desired use. 


This Plan takes a different approach based on the understanding that 
indirect inducements and incentives to private investors and consumers 
(and the resulting decisions, investments and consumption patterns) are 
often more powerful than providing direct government services." 


New development should capitalize on this supply of many underutilized sites, 
as well as the rich stock of existing buildings, the potential for a stronger 
service centre, and the creative instincts of the people. The Central Area is 
the strategic and vital element in the City, which can offer and help create a 
fresh image and opportunities for investment. As such, the Central Area 
should continue to receive high priority from all levels of Government. 


POLICIES 


4.1 DOWNTOWN CORE 


In accordance with the Regional Official Plan, Central Hamilton's 
Downtown Core can be defined as Greater Hamilton's Regional Centre. As a 
primary economic area, intensive commercial activities are encouraged. 

As a centre of government and social services, lands in the Downtown Core 
will permit and encourage institutional activities. In addition, high 
density residential uses will be encouraged, including mixed use 
commercial/residential developments. 


It is the intent of this Plan to provide for an attractive, vibrant, 
well-designed and human scale environment which will make the Central 
Area a desirable place to live and work, and as a result attract further 
growth. In order to achieve this, the Plan promotes the Downtown Core as 
the Regional Centre for a mix of uses fostering a high level of 
employment opportunities, economic activity and government and social 
services, as well as a desirable place to live and work. 


Therefore, a wide range of retail outlets is encouraged, including 
full-line and junior department stores, specialty, food and general 
merchandise stores. In addition, the Plan promotes the location of head 
offices and large branch offices of finance, insurance and real estate 
serving both Region-wide and specialized interests in the Downtown Core. 
The Plan also promotes the location of district offices of Federal, 
Provincial and special interest agencies serving residents throughout the 
Region and beyond. 


Permitted Uses 4.1.1 To maintain and enhance the Downtown Core, as 
shown on Schedule A, as a Regional Centre, a mix 
of uses will be encouraged. These uses are as 
follows: 


i) High-intensity, high-density commercial uses 
of the nature of office buildings, as well 
as, concentrations of stores and offices in 
smaller individual buildings at street level; 


ii) Residential development for all levels of 
income, including mixed use 
commercial/residential buildings; and 


iii) Institutional uses, particularly Government, 
Social] Service and Non-Profit offices 
servicing local and surrounding residents. 


High Density 4.1.2 To strengthen the Downtown Core as the primary 

Commercial conmercial centre of the Region, the Downtown Core 

Uses will be promoted as the most appropriate location 
for new office buildings, retail establishments 
and other concentrated commercial uses which wil] 
create employment opportunities, particularly for 
those who live in the area, and draw people to 
the area. 
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Council will encourage the following Commercial 
uses to locate in the Downtown Core: 


i) department. stores and other large retail 
outlets; 


ii) head and branch offices of finance, 


insurance, real estate and other service 
firms. 


To enhance existing commercial areas in the 
Downtown Core and provide alternative focal 
points to Jackson Square existing commercial 
development along James Street North and James 
Street South, in Hess Village, and the area east 
of James Street will be reinforced and 
intensified, recognizing their special 
attributes and characteristrics. 


The consolidation of existing commercial 
development in the Downtown Core will be 
encouraged through infilling, intensification 
and rehabilitation. 


Mixed office/retail and residential buildings 
will be encouraged, where feasible. 


Residential development will be actively 
encouraged through actions taken by Council such 
as special studies, incentives, and land 
acquisition. 


Conversion of non-residential uses to 
residential will be encouraged, particularly 
underutilized commercial space and upper floors 
of retail space. : 


City Council will encourage Federal and 
Provincial Governments and Public Agencies to 
locate district offices in the Downtown Core in 
order to strengthen and enhance the role of the 
Downtown Core as a Government Centre. 


Council will encourage the location and expansion 
of Non-Profit organizations in the Downtown Core 
to service and attract local and surrounding 

area residents. 


Open leisure space will be provided in the 


Downtown Core to contribute to the general 
amenity. 


iby >); 


a hae ron wee 


pes a ere vie, 


gli Giaten ‘fi. 28%) ond 850 tenth 
tat, @OL Gah. le aiivol/ Melo ets ince, 
Ce | eer lim 1h-OSeee roe ee, 
= ol; 23 Pp * fee: a> yer ly * (Comyti OY 
ons yon \oee wae t) @ _ Til oer 
ai 7 harm ail rite o=@i age 


me ee OLE Lg ee 

¢ * 9 @mili, G8 ephyd) Tae 
vay i ° wi? 069s ae etiag— aw, 
441i te Veet id ni’ Ieee) Goud 
a? bu) — 7 wn ia 7) we 67 we as A 
Tannery P ad 
Se cue — or "i a6 | TOs wa bad 
We fale a a eee ay ne 
Lpero on A )' & 7 PL een 
nt of : ae ee bed sae o 4410 

® al _ : ae (apie : Dy eon is 
; Hag , © 
ou) (ebjatevedan ** Gi eyAs! 
Eres iag ek ue oe Shp el ped ey 
real | @em abs 6 tue le —agety ber! |), ari avy 
mam ()4061 0 
A ee (ented iz 


i ae tyae - poets. o TwrunhGer 
oie i a etiat se\Tiy ji cdl oes 
ee ules 20) @eadie boo cette 0) Ee © 
v3AG' Cret-y0V 05 © Ge STDS Gee 


fie oe sibseac! aid chee gt 11%e 


mpeneri a of, ~af'lechw 


aoe: a a Ma hd 3eE 
ae 


S Al — PVs Ge re ia sen 
(ge as ve <— as m1) Sas a! 


> 
abel of 


Of a 


906.8 


faye Lukl¥- 


= 


bebdammy a? 
oe 


10. 


Eastern Anchor 4.1.12 Council will encourage the establishment of an 
ES) eastern anchor on King Street East to link 
activities at the centre of the Downtown Core 
with Wellington Street. An eastern anchor may 
consist of, but shall not be limited to, a major 
retail complex, office development, mixed use 
building and/or leisure centre. 
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4.2 MIXED USE 


Areas designated for Mixed Use are intended to function as a mixed use 
area where new development and expansions of all types of activities wil] 
be permitted, provided it can be determined that it will not have an 
adverse impact on adjacent land uses. Uses permitted in the Mixed Use 
area include Light Industrial, Commercial, Residential, Institutional, 
Recreational and ancillary uses. 


In the Mixed Use area, careful attention will be paid to the location of 
any new residential uses in relation to existing uses so that the 
residential component is attractive, healthy and livable. 


Goals for the industrial, commercial, residential, institutional and 
recreational uses permitted within the Mixed Use areas are as follows: 


fe) To permit existing uses to remain, where appropriate; 
fo) To encourage a mix of new uses; 
fe) To achieve rationalization of different land uses so that pockets 


of new development will not adversely affect existing uses; 


0 To consider each application for new development or expansion on 
its individual merits with a view to the long-term goals of the 
Central Area Plan for growth and revitalization in the Central Area 
and an attractive, healthy environment for residents, business and 
industry. 


Permitted 4.2.1 Policies 

Uses 
Within the areas designated Mixed Use on 
Schedule A, uses permitted will be any of 
commercial, industrial, residential or 
institutional/ recreational, provided they will 
not have a negative impact on adjacent land uses. 


Compatibility 4.2.2 The expansion of existing commercial, industrial, 

of Uses multiple residential, institutional and 
recreational uses and establishment of new uses 
will be encouraged in accordance with policies 
relating to the compatibility in Section 4.10 
(Compatibility of Uses) of this Plan. 
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Industry 4.2.3 Appropriate light industrial uses will be 
& permitted in Mixed Use Areas, such as, but not 
limited to, food processing, warehouses, 
manufacturing or assembly plants, laboratories, 
research facilities, professional and business 
service establishments and communications 
facilities or related uses. 


Incentives 4.2.4 Inducements to encourage appropriate industries 
to locate in the Central Area will be explored 
with the Region through study by the Economic 
Development Department. Such a study should 
consider similar actions by other cities, special 
legislation, promotion techniques, possible 
acquistion of property and re-use of existing 
buildings. 
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4.3 MIXED INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL 


In Mixed Industrial/Commercial areas, a variety of uses, except 
residential is permitted. Industries unsuitable for the Mixed Use areas 
may be more suitably accommodated in the Mixed Industrial/Commerc ia] 
designation. 


It is intended that existing development in Mixed Industrial/Conmercial 
Areas remain where viable. In addition, new development should be 
compatible with surrounding uses and be considered with a view to the 
long-term goals of the Central Area Plan. 


Permitted 4.3.1 Within the areas designated Mixed 

Uses Industrial/Commercial on Schedule A, uses 
permitted will be any of conmercial, industrial, 
institutional and recreational, provided they 
will not have a negative impact on adjacent land 


uses. 
Additional 4.3.2 Notwithstanding Section 4.2.1, the policies of 
Policies Section 4.2.3 (Mixed Use) of the Plan shall apply 
to Mixed Industrial/Commercial areas. 
Waterfront 4.3.3 Lands within this designation and identified as 
Lands Shipping and Navigation on Schedule A, should be 


primarily used for these purposes. However, when 
Shipping and Navigational use is no longer viable 
for these lands, they should be developed for 
Mixed Industrial/Commercial use. 
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4.4 NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTIAL 


The areas designated for Neighbourhood Residential are lands where the 
predominent use is and will continue to be housing. These existing 
residential neighbourhoods should be preserved and strengthened and only 
uses compatible with housing will be encouraged to remain or locate 
within these areas. Commercial, institutional and recreational uses of a 
scale and type which is appropriate to the needs of the Neighbourhood are 
encouraged. Conversions of residential buildings to limited Commercial 


uses will be permitted in order to preserve the residential character of 
an area. 


A strong residential component close to the downtown is essential to: 


fe) maintain and enhance the downtown's economic and service functions; 

fo) reduce dependency on commuting and transportation facilities; and, 

) provide a market for the downtown's concentration of government, 
retail, institutional and service facilities. 

Permitted 4.4.1 The areas designated Neighbourhood Residential on 

Uses Schedule A will be preserved as prime residential 


locations where residential development will be 
enhanced and protected through: 


i) provision of human and community services; 
ii) zoning protection; 

i) mitigation of traffic impacts; 

) separation and buffering of incompatible 
use; and, 
v) other appropriate measures. 


4.4.2 Local Commercial uses will be permitted at a 
scale and type compatible with the residential 
uses. 


Commercial 4.4.3 Limited conversions of residential structures to 
commercial use will be permitted, to allow for 
the preservation of residential attributes and 
the streetscape of an area. Commercial uses 
should be limited to professional offices such as 
doctors, accountants and lawyers in the existing 
buildings only. Commercial conversions hould be 
evaluated on the following general basis: 


i) the residential character of the surrounding 
area should be maintained; 


ii) the conversion should have minimal impact on 
the surrounding area particularly in terms 
of traffic and parking; 


iii) the proposal should be located nearby other 
commercial, mixed use or high activity areas 
(e.g. arterial roads); and, 


iv) the building should maintain a residential 
component. 
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Within areas designated Neighbourhood 
Residential, a variety of housing types and 
tenures for all levels of income will be 
encouraged. Special enphasis will be given to 
suitable accommodation for families, the 
disabled, seniors and others in need. 


Social housing which is well-designed, 

contains approprate amenities for its tenants, 
takes advantage of services and facilities 
existing in the area and is integrated into the 
community will be encouraged. 


In keeping with existing policy, through-traffic 
Will not be routed through existing residential 
areas. 


The rehabilitation of older or deteriorating 
housing will be encouraged whenever possible and 
desirable. 


Demolition control legislation will be used as a 
means to preserve viable dwelling units. 


Redevelopment in the form of rehabilitation and 
infilling of a scale and design which is 
compatible with existing development will be 
encouraged. 


Innovative low-rise, medium-density developments 
which are energy-efficient, respect existing 
views and vistas of the Bay and the Escarpment 
and are of a high architectural standard will be 
promoted and encouraged. 


Special areas will be set aside for integrated 
park and residential development designed to 
preserve and revive existing older 
neighbourhoods. 


The existing infrastructure of community 
facilities and services, such as schools, 
hospitals, day-care facilities, drop-in centres, 
neighbourhood stores, parks, etc., will be 
maintained, improved and augmented. 
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4.5 PARKS 


The areas designated Parks are lands to be used for Recreation and 
ancillary uses. Parks and open space are a vital part of the Central 
Area's attraction as a people place. Areas designated Parks serve to 
support and balance the other uses in the area, particularly residential. 


At present, it is recognized that there is a great shortage of park space 
in the Central Area. Therefore, innovative methods of increasing the 
amount of park space in the Central Area should be considered, such as 
woonerfs which allow for the conversion of streets into park-like space. 


The lands of the Escarpment and the Waterfront, two of Hamilton's best 
natural assets, should be properly utilized for park and recreational 
purposes to improve the quality of life and the City's image. The unique 
features of the Waterfront are dealt with in Section 4.6 (Waterfront 
Recreation). : 


Neighbourhood parks are intended to serve neighbourhood residents and 
should be of high quality and designed to meet the needs of the 
neighbourhood. 


Use 4.5.1 The areas designated Parks on Schedule A are to 
be used for parks and open space of local and 
area-wide appeal. 


Park 4.5.2 Parks and open space in the Central Area should 

Deve lopment be planned, acquired and developed to a high 
standard, as well as expanded and integrated with 
other land uses and activities. The areas 
designated Parks will receive high priority for 
development, improvement and expansion. 


Park 4.5.3 Parks in the Central Area will be designated by 

Categories use and function as Community, Neighbourhood, 
City-wide and Metropolitan Parks. 

Preservation 4.5.4 Parkland will be designated to reflect the need 

of Open Space for parks and open space in the Central Area. 


Consideration should be given to ensure the 
preservation of existing open space. 


Neighbourhood 4.5.5 Parks and open space will be designated and 

Plans defined in the review and preparation of 
Neighbourhood Plans. Innovative concepts such as 
woonerfs (play streets) should be considered. 
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4.6 WATERFRONT RECREATION 


The Plan designates certain areas in the North End bordering the Hamilton 


Harbour to be used for primarily park and open space,-: limited commercial 
and other viable uses. 


This area will balance the commercial development of the Downtown Core 
with recreation-oriented development. Uses, including selected 
commercial, should be developed to enhance the recreation function of the 
area and should be carefully integrated to allow for a high quality of 
development. The waterfront area should be planned, designed and 
developed to a high standard and acknowledged as a priority project 
within the City. 


This area is of prime importance to the fulfillment of the objectives of 
the Central Area Plan. It will serve as an attraction for local 
residents and tourists. As such, areas designated Waterfront Recreation 
will be enhanced as an attractive places to view from land and water, as 
well as a pleasant place for canoeing, sailing and recreational 
pursuits. This is further provided for in Section 4.7 of the Plan. 


Although a portion of this area is currently used for Shipping and 
Navigation purposes, it is the intent of this Plan that the lands be used 
for Waterfront Recreation when they are no longer required for Shipping 
and Navigation. 


Permitted 4.6.1 The areas designated Waterfront Recreation on 

Uses Schedule A will be used primarily for park and 
open space purposes. Limited commercial and 
ancillary uses which are compatible will also be 
permitted so that the area evolves as an 
attraction and showpiece for the City and Region. 


Waterfront 4.6.2 As a prime recreational area in the City, park and 
Deve lopment recreational development of the chee a wil] 
be given high priority. 


Design 4.6.3 Design and facilities in the waterfront area wil] 
take maximum advantage of the setting available 
and the benefits accruing to residents of the 
Central Area and City. Heights of buildings and 
facilities will respect views from the shoreline 
and adjacent areas. 


Future 4.6.4 Future land uses and activities in the waterfront 

Uses area will be determined through consideration of 
the appropriate planning documents, such as the 
Waterfront Master Plan and approved Neighbourhood 


Plans. 
Access to 4.6.5 The waterfront area should be accessible from all 
Waterfront areas of the City, particularly through strong, 


readily identifiable pedestrian and vehicular 
links to the Downtown Core. 
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Pedestrian links between the waterfront area and 
the downtown will be planned, designed and 
developed as a priority to maximize the mutual 
advantages of each area to the other. 


The waterfront area will be linked to areas 
to the west by means of pedestrian and bicycle 
paths. 


The provision of efficient, safe, easily 
identified access to the waterfront area and the 
actual shoreline from east, west and south will 
be a priority. 


Waterfront access will be designed to minimize 
adverse impacts on the existing residential area. 


The waterfront will be visually accessible from as 
much of the surrounding area as possible. 


Waterfront Recreation uses designated for Shipping 
and Navigation on Schedule A should be primarily 
used for these purposes. However, when Shipping 
and Navigational use is no longer viable for 

these lands, they should be developed for 
Waterfront Recreation use. 
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wets GENERAL USES 


This Section outlines a number of OU uses which are permitted 
throughout the Central Area. 


It is the intent that the Central Area should provide a concentration of 
cultural, entertainment and recreational activities which improve the 
quality of life for local residents, as well as attract residents from 
outside the City. 


4.7.1 Institutional Uses 


Existing institutional uses will be enhanced and maintained in the 
Central Area. In addition, new institutional uses will be encouraged to 
locate in the Central Area, in appropriate locations. 


A strong base of institutional uses in the Central Area will help provide 
an attractive social environment, making the Central Area a more 
desirable place to live and visit. 


Institutional Rede bel The existing inventory of institutional uses 

Uses will be maintained, promoted, linked and 
expanded when feasible, in order to stimulate 
development of other land uses and attract 
people to the area, particularly in 
non-working hours. 


Locational Rid ek New institutional uses will be encouraged to 

Criteria locate on sites adjacent to other 
institutional or commercial uses to permit 
the sharing of parking and other facilities. 
The location of the institutional uses wil] 
take into consideration provisions for 
off-street parking, compatibility and access 
for the disabled, as required in Policy 
A.2.6.2 of the Hamilton Official Plan. 


Schools Adele The use of school sites and other appropriate 
institutional facilities after hours as 
social, recreational and community centres 
will be encouraged. 


4.7.1.4 Compatible uses will be encouraged within 
existing schools, if this will enable the 
school] to remain open. 


Oy Bet ee Where schools have been closed, a mechanism 
will be established between the School 
Boards, the City and other appropriate bodies 
to determine the best future use for the 
sites within the regulations of the Ministry 
of Education pertaining to closed schools. 
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4.7.1.6 In order to recognize the cultural value of 
schools to the community, in the event of 
closure, alternative uses will be encouraged 
to allow for preservation of the existing 
building. 


4.7.2 Community Services 


Community and social services and facilities should be maintained and 
enhanced in the Central Area. Special consideration should be given to 
provide services for senior citizens, families and persons with special 
needs. 


Social Services 4.7.2.1 Social service agencies, health and government 
services and recreational facilities will be 
encouraged to locate and expand in the Central 
Area, in appropriate locations. This will 
provide service to residents in the area and 
Support a high level of employment. 


Services for 4.7.2.2 In areas with large numbers of senior citizens, 
Seniors provision will be made for facilities, 
programs and policies to make the area more 
convenient and accessible, where feasible. 


4.7.2.3 The location of a senior citizen centre in the 
Central Area is encouraged. 


4.7.3 Recreational Uses 


Recreational facilities and services should be increased in the Central 
Area. In particular, the attraction of the Bay and Escarpment as 
recreational resources should be enhanced (see policies regarding Park 
and Waterfront Recreation Uses). Due to the lack of space available for 
recreational use, innovative means of increasing space available for 
recreational use such as woonerfs should be considered. 


Recreation 4.7.3.1 More recreation facilities and services 
Facilities should be provided in the Central Area. 
Redeve lopment 4.7.3.2 Where suitable, redevelopment and 


rehabilitation projects will incorporate 
recreational and leisure facilities within 
their structures or property. 


Leisure 4.7.3.3 Council will encourage the development of a 

Centre multi-activity indoor recreation/leisure 
centre within the Central Area. The centre 
may include a leisure wave pool, multi-purpose 
gymnasium, indoor golf, bowling, etc. 


a=) saewcieime e520 euler 
oF WG Ge. TUS Ger _ ; 
iota tity b aren Wr er Wi ee 


eS 


_ Pil -6 Filee' (cele eee 7 vty Wl ae ws 
=) Leelee S : Gee Nib saree 
oe } - Sa’ 4275 Wi a re dal elie] ; 
ieee fut! 4/4) 60g @R GROe: 
T > 7 fa “ii Ont. tag Wve ee 
me : . ‘ay ' pe,! » urge ° 
LPO ay § ’ ivy Vee a8 
pes - 7 ny a sie - 
@ SSH wie OCR Tew 
em eae i 10. Ane) SYn 
- i , ry i. nt iy = if ory 
iP TOT NA 
ese =T¢ en a 
oie an? Sam 
7 7 f ue tea S 
it : } rin} AdOy 
ag } ’ > we 
ne 
> 6a a 7 
+ /¢é = - 7 
\ ime | ‘& 7 


= a4 as ee 
oe ee Bal) oe 
a 


: ¥ ms oe de Darel ae 
nn : 1; °° -=-2*/, ee ae 
Ly 0 | -¢cag} - «0s putes 

i} a Gs-S - (4 ¢ Giese 

. i= a) a 


- Z| - 


4.7.4 Cultural Activities 


Cultural programs and policies should be encouraged to provide a strong 
cultural and artistic element within the community. In addition, 
cultural activities should provide attractions for residents within the 
Central Area and beyond. 


Cultural] 4.7.4.1 Council will encourage the establishment and 
Activities enhancement of cultural activities in the 
Central Area. 


Public Art 4.7.4.2 Council will encourage the provision of art in 
public places to enrich the environment in 
appropriate locations in the Centra] Area. 


4.7.5 Tourism/Economic Development 


Tourism is becoming a major employment base in the City. The shopping, 
distribution and entertainment services of the Central Area is a major 
attraction of people into the Region. Tourist and convention facilities 
and services should be increased and enhanced in the Central Area for the 
benefit of existing businesses, and to create additional employment. 


Tourism 4.7.5.1 Council promote the expansion of tourism 
facilities and attractions in the Central Area 
as a means of increasing employment. 


Promotion 4.7.5.2 Tourism will be promoted in the context of 
. developing the Region as tourist/convention 
destination. 
Location 4.7.5.3 Tourist facilities and services, which would 


attract people to the City and the downtown area 
will be located in the Central Area to make use 
of the existing Central Area attributes and 
infrastructure, e.g., the Bay, Beene: 
views, Civic Square, etc. 


Shopping Hours 4.7.5.4 Council will encourage the establishment of 
convenient shopping hours to encourage shopping 
activity and attract people into the Central 


Area. 
Quality of 4.7.5.5 Council will examine opportunities for improving 
Life the quality of life of residents in the Centra] 


Area aS a means of attracting new residents. 
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4.8 MOVEMENT 


An efficient comprehensive transportation and transit system is an 
essential to the Central Area. The system serves to integrate traffic 
with a desirable living and working environment. 


This transportation system embraces car, bus, bicycle, rail, truck, 
pedestrian movement, as well as roads parking, loading and distribution 
points. This system should move people and goods into, out of, and 
within the Central Area with minimum disruption to the existing 
environment. In addition, the system is essential to the Central Area's 
role as the primary 

Regional employment centre and the enhancement of its business and 
commercial functions. 


Key improvements include: 


0) reduction of "through" truck and commuter traffic within the core, 
and the interior of residential areas; 


f°) creation of a circumferential road system with special priority for 
Perimeter Road; 


fe) provision of a pedestrian circulation system in appropriate 
locations to line and enhance residential development, commercial, 
shopping, recreational facilities; 


fe) continued development of an efficient, co-ordinated public transit 
system; and, 


0) addressing environmental concerns associated the high volume of 
traffic in the Central Area. 


An effective transportation system must achieve a proper mix of all forms 
of transit. As such, traffic volumes should be established as to 
minimize adverse impacts on the overall environment of the Central Area 
and achieve an appropriate mixture of pedestrians and vehicles. 


Policies regarding movement apply throughout the Central Area. 


Efficient 4.8.1] The operation and adjustments to the traffic 

System system should be compatible with the safety and 
convenience of pedestrians, desired land uses, 
and other goals for the Central Area. 


Roads 4.8.2 Roads and sidewalks should be properly 
maintained as part of the overall enhancement of 
the image and environment of the Central Area. 
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Planning for a Perimeter Road should reflect the 
overall goals for the Central Area with special 
consideration given to resolving any potential 
problems arising from its impact on adjacent 
residential neighbourhoods, the waterfront, the 
environment and on traffic flow through the 
Downtown Core. 


A system of truck and through-traffic routes 
should be maintained and modified where 
conditions warrant. 


Any decision on the priority for new roads should 
take into account the importance of the Central 
Area in providing a high level of service to the 
whole Region, creating employment opportunities, 
energy efficiency, and improved environmental] 
quality in terms of amenities and safety. 


In order to minimize disturbance and enhance the 
residential amenity, wherever feasible, through 
traffic will not be routed through residential 
areas. 


To preserve and promote the economic health of 
the downtown core as the Regional economic 
centre, sufficient parking spaces should be 
available. Parking facilities should be 
improved, both by the City and privately. These 
Spaces should be conveniently located and so 
operated as to encourage use for shopping, 
entertainment and business. As such, parking 
should be provided in accordance with the 
following provisions: 


(i) parking, loading and docking facilities for 
new development will be encouraged. 
Preference should be given to multi-level 
parking structures directly by the 
proponent or in co-operation with other 
developers to support an increased 
employment and shopping population; 


(ii) on-street parking will continue to be 
reviewed for maximum use of the spaces and 
compatibility with safety, movement and 
environment needs; 
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(iii) off-street parking lots will be encouraged in 
accordance with the policies of Section 4.9 
(URBAN DESIGN); and 


(iv) Major parking facilities should be arranged as 
to minimize through traffic and be encouraged to 
locate in Mixed Use areas. 


Pedestrian 4.8.8 Council will encourage improvements to 

Movement pedestrian circulation and an expanded 
pedestrian network in order to enhance 
attractiveness of the downtown core. 


Vehic le/ 4.8.9 Wherever feasible, vehicular and 

Pedestrian pedestrian traffic will be separated. 

Interface 

Pedestrian 4.8.10 Improved pedestrian access should be encouraged 

Access in the downtown core for the elderly, small 
children and the disabled. 

Pedestrian 4.8.1] Pedestrian walkways will be encouraged to form a 

Links continuous green space corridor linking the 


Escarpment to the Bay. These links will provide 
access to parks, residential areas, the Downtown 
and other pedestrian destinations in the City. 


Bicycle 4.8.12 The safe, convenient use of bicycles in a way 

Routes that minimizes conflicts with pedestrians and 
vehicles will be encouraged, through the 
provision of bicycle routes throughout the 
Central Area. 


4.8.13 A bicycle path system, similar to pedestrian 
links, will be encouraged to link the Escarpment 
and the Bay and provide access to parks, 
residential areas, the Downtown and other 
destinations in the City. 


Public 4.8.14 All forms of public transit should contribute 

Transit to a convenient and coordinated system of 
transportation. 

Mult i-moda] 4.8.15 A multi-modal transportation terminal should be 

Transportation provided in an appropriate location in the 

Terminal Central Area. 

Rail 4.8.16 Existing commuter (GO Train) inter-city passenger 

Service rail services linking Hamilton, and all other 
centres should be maintained and improved. 

Bus 4.8.17. The bus service between Hamilton and Toronto and 

Services Hamilton and surrounding communities within and 


beyond the Hamilton-Wentworth Region should be 
maintained and improved. 
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The bus service between Hamilton and Toronto and 
Hamilton and surrounding communities within and 


beyond the Hamilton-Wentworth Region should be 
maintained and improved. 


For the convenience of users, innovative methods 
will continue to be encouraged in order to 
improve the efficiency of public transit linking 
the downtown core and other areas of the City 
and beyond. 


The use of Hamilton Airport should be 
encouraged as a stimulant to the economic 
well-being of the Central Area. 
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URBAN DESIGN 


It is intended that the character and role of the Central Area will be 
enriched through urban design principles which will] ensure an attractive 
environment for the benefit of existing and future residents, as well as 
strengthen the economy. 


Urban design is concerned with the visual and functional interrelationship 
of buildings and spaces. Urban design principles address the need for 
preservation and enhancement of the built environment and especially of 
areas and buildings of historic and architectural significance while still 
encouraging and providing for high quality design of new development. As 
such, policies relating to Urban Design will apply throughout the Central 
Area and address: 


O 


the enrichment and expansion of the character of the Central Area 
through a high level of design standards; 


the preservation of existing buildings and areas of historic and 
architectural significance; 


the preservation and development of attractive and compatible 
streetscapes; and, 


the provision of safety, security and energy conservation measures 
in new development. 


4.959 Design of the Central Area 


It is through a high quality of design that the Central Area can be 
made a more attractive place to live and work, as well as stimulate 
and attract additional high quality development. 


Design 459.11 Design excellence will be required to 
Excellence create an attractive and cohesive 
environment throughout the Central Area. 


Building 4951.2 Innovative building designs and layouts 
Design will be encouraged, particularly if they 
involve integration of different land uses. 
Views and Ce Pia ees, Council will encourage building design 
Vistas which preserves important vistas of the 


Escarpment, the Bay, and significant 
architectural features. 


Weather 4.9.1.4 The design and siting of new buildings 

Mitigation will take into account how the new 
Structure and surrounding buildings modify 
the effects of wind, rain, snow, sun, heat 
and cold. Efforts will be made to 
mitigate the effects of adverse weather 
conditions, particularly on pedestrians. 
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4.9.1.6 Council will encourage any new buildings 
in the vicinity of heritage buildings and 
areas to be compatible in terms of scale, 
height and proportions with development in 
the surrounding area. 


Setbacks 4.9.1.7 Council will encourage appropriate 
building setbacks taking into 
consideration existing setbacks and 
development of setback areas for 


pedestrians. 
Prominent 4.9.1.8 The design of development in key locations 
Sites in the Central Area should be given 


particular design attention. 


Gore Park ae ee a PS) The area surrounding Gore Park should be 
given special design attention in order to 
maintain the sense of enclosure already 
present and reflect and enhance its human 
scale. 


Links 4.9.1.10 The design of commercial, institutional 
and recreation nodes in the Central Area 
should take into consideration attractive 
streetscaping and pedestrian movement 
considering the needs of existing and 
future uses. 


Density of - 4.9.1.1] New development in the form of a variety of 

Deve lopment densities and heights will be encouraged. 
However, high-rise development will be 
discouraged in predominently low-rise 
residential areas. 


Waterfront 4.9.1.12 The design of waterfront development 

Deve lopment should be compatible with the natural 
environment and with the adjacent 
neighbourhood. 

Site Plan 4.9.1.13 Site plan control will be applied 

Control] throughout the Central Area for all 


developments, except one and two-family 
dwellings. 


Commercial 4.9.2.14 Parking for Ribbon Commercial development 

Buildings will be located to the rear of the 
property. Adequate buffering for 
residential uses adjacent to these parking 
areas will be required. 
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Safety, 4.9.1.15 The integration of safety, crime prevention 


Security and and energy conservation measures will be 

Energy encouraged in new development and 

Efficiency redevelopment. Therefore, Council will 
encourage: 


sp) safety features for new development, 
as determined through special study; 


(ii) crime prevention design features to 
be incorporated into existing and 
new developments, such as special 
lighting, access and openness to 
public view; and, 


(iii) energy-efficient construction, 
heating, insulation, cooling and 
ventilation systems, layout and 
design and any other relevant 
energy-saving techniques to be 
incorporated in all buildings. 


4.9.2 Building Presentation 


Building and areas of historical architectural and cantextual 
significance should be preserved and protected from demolition. 


Conservation 4.9.2.1] Buildings and districts which contribute 
Heritage to the significance of the Central Area 
will be conserved and enhanced. 


Heritage 0 ee | ay Buildings and districts of architectural 
Buildings and and historic value will be identified and 
Districts ranked by LACAC and protected and enhanced 


through designation under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 


Conservation 4.9.2.3 Conservation policies such as heritage 

Policies district designations will be encouraged. 
City Council will authorize heritage 
district studies and other relevant 
studies. 


4.9.2.4 LACAC will make recommendations on 
maintaining and enhancing conservation 
policies, controls and incentives for 
heritage buildings and districts. 
Appropriate incentives may include grants, 
loans and tax breaks, if possible. 


Special 4.9.2.5 Special attention will be given to 

Attention districts of architecturally and 
historiclaly important buildings, such as 
heritage conservation awards. 
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4.9.3 Streetscape 


The high level of quality 


Central Area. 


4.9.2.6 


CAT 


4.9.2.8 
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Attractive 


maintained and preserved. 


Streetscape 
Design 


Signs 
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Standards and policies which conflict or 
appear to conflict with desirable building 
preservation will be reviewed and 
recommendations will be made for 
modifications in order to encourage 
preservation. 


The Zoning By-law may be used to encourage 
retention of buildings where appropriate 
by raising standards for conversions, 
through such moves as permitting 
additional uses in existing structures. 


Other mechanisms, such as site plan 
control, demolition control and transfer 
of development rights, will be used in 
negotiation for securing future life for 
heritage buildings and districts. 


Adaptive reuse and integration of old and 
new buildings will be encouraged as an 
alternative to demolition. 


Prior to demolition Council will consider: 


i) the architectural, historical and 
contextual importance of the 
existing building; and 


ii) the contribution of the replacement 
building to the surrounding built 
environment. 


Council will encourage efforts to preserve 
any valuable architectural features when 
demolition of a heritage building is 
anticipated. 


should be provided for streetscapes in the 
and compatible streetscapes should be 


Throughout the Central Area Council will 
establish and follow high quality 
standards for the streetscape through 
provision and coordination of appropriate 
paving material, street furniture, 
lighting, kiosks and booths, fountains, 
trees, other plant materials, and sidewalk 
activities provided normal pedestrian use 
is not impeded. 


Outdoor advertising and signs will be 


coordinated and designed to complement the 
streetscape. 
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The integration of building facades and 
sidewalk areas will be encouraged to 
enhance and create an attractive sidewalk 
atmosphere. 


Council will ensure that the Central Area 
and Downtown Core, in particular, present 
a clean orderly appearance. 


Wherever feasible, parking lots will be 
buffered and/or landscaped, so as not to 
adversely intrude upon the public view 
while maintaining safety standards. 


Council will encourage the appropriate 
design and maintenance of vacant 
properties. 


Council will encourage the introduction of 
outdoor public art, including sculptures 
and murals, as elements of the streetscape. 


Council will encourage the relocation or 
removal of railway tracks which do not 
require a Central Area location. The 
future of these lands will be subject to 
Special study. 
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4.10 COMPATIBILITY OF USES 


With the mix of uses permitted in the Central Area, efforts will be made 


to ensure compatibility. 


The policies of this section ensure that the 


expansion or development of new commercial, industrial, multiple- 
residential, institutional and recreational uses will not adversely affect 
existing development throughout the Central Area. Special attention will 
be given to the provision of buffering and screening for industrial uses. 


Performance 
Standards 


Existing 
Industries 


New Industrial 
Deve lopment 


Pollution 
Controls 
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4.10.3 


4.10.4 


Expansion of existing commercial, industrial, 
multiple-residential and institutiona1/ 
recreational uses and establishment of new such 
uses in the areas which permit a mix of uses wil] 
be encouraged in accordance with appropriate 
performance standards. 


Council will apply these performance standards in 
the consideration of zoning and site plan 
applications through review by appropriate 
agencies such as the Ministry of the 

Environment. These performances standards may 
take into consideraton factors such as, but shal] 
not be limited to: 


) noise levels; 

i) site planning; 

ii) acoustical barriers; 

v)  architecutral design; 

) construction; 

i) air pollution; 

ii) water pollution; 

iii) effect on visible residential frontage; 

x) traffic generation; 

) parking requirments; 

i) external appearance, as addressed by Site 
Plan Control; and, 

(xii) servicing requirements. 


Existing industries which are compatible with 
adjacent land uses or can be made compatible 
through appropriate buffering or other techniques 
will be encouraged to remain in their location 
and will be so recognized in the Zoning By-law. 
Particular attention will be paid to the 
screening of outside storage facilities from 
surrounding uses. 


Wherever feasible, industrial development will be 
sited in such a way as to provide its own buffer 
with adjacent land uses through the form and 
placement of buildings and built-in design 
features. 


The appropriate authorities will be encouraged to 
continue and augment their programs to reduce 
air, noise and water pollution. 
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) Environment 4.10.5 Council will continue to examine, encourage and 
and implement policies and regulations to improve 


the physical environment for. those who live and 
work in the Central Area. 


a 1 


4.11 IMPLEMENTATION 


Strong public participation will be an essential component in implementing 
the policies in this Plan. Public participation is the ongoing 
involvement of residents and business people in the decisions which affect 
their lifestyle, quality of life, property values, health of their 
businesses and enjoyment of their surroundings. Public participation is a 
recognized as citizens' rights and is an important part of the planning 
process. 


The implementation of this plan should provide for the following public 
participation principles: 


(i) information will be disseminated to the public in a clear, concise 
manner designed to achieve a broad understanding of the policies and 
programs and their impacts; 


(ii) the City will actively seek opinions, attitudes and advice of 
individuals, community and special interest groups regarding 
policies, programs and studies, as well as contemplated or impending 
changes to existing policies and programs; and, 


(iii) reporting mechanisms will be in place which will provide Council 
with complete and unbiased results of this consultation. 


Regular review and updating of recommended policies and actions is 
critical to the success of this Plan. Monitoring should be detailed and 
systematic and cover all aspects of an area or issue. Statistical data 
should be complemented by subjective data provided by those involved in, 
or affected by, policies and resulting actions. 


It is critical that a Central Area Plan Implementation Committee is 
involved in the monitoring/updating process on an ongoing basis and in the 
review of studies and evaluation of study recommendations. 


The Central Area has been identified as the commercial, institutional, 
Sohbet and cultural centre of the Region. In addition, the area has a 
arge concentration of people and is a major base of employment. 
Therefore, the Central Area should receive a high level of service, 
maintenance and public development and improvement initiatives. 


CAPIC 4.11.1 Council will ensure that a Central Area Plan 
Implementation Committee oversee and direct a 
Central Area Plan Implementation strategy. 


Priority 4.11.2 As a Regional Centre, the Central Area should 
of Central receive a priority in terms of public 
Area expenditures, service and maintenance. 


Neighbourhood 4.11.3 In accordance with Section D.2.1 of the Official 

Plans Plan, it is intended that the Central Area Plan 
be further implemented through the review and 
revision of the existing Neighbourhood Plans in 
the Central Area. 


Map 
Interpretation 


4.11.4 


Sup Are 


The boundaries between the classes of land use 
designated on Schedule "A" are only intended to 
be general and not to define the exact limits of 
any land use or policy. It is intended, 
therefore, that minor adjustments may be made in 
respect of these boundaries in the Zoning By-law 
without the necessity of further amending this 
Official Plan,so long as such By-laws conform to 
the general intent and purpose of this Plan. 
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APPENDIX A 
GLOSSARY 
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This section is intended to provide general explanations of ternis used in 


the text. 


Buffering 


BIA 


Circumferential 


Road System 


Commercial 


Community 
Services 


Commuter 
Compatible 
Land Use 


Development 


Downtown 


Environment 


High-rise 
Deve lopment 


the treatment of property boundaries or building edges to 
mitigate their effects on adjacent lands or buildings or 
vice versa. Buffering is usually comprised of earth 
berms, landscaping, rows of trees, fences or other 
similar measures. 


Business Improvement Area 


a road system which avoids the downtown core of the 
Central Area. 


land use or activity related to the buying and selling of 
goods and services. Commercial land use includes retail 
and office uses. 


programs, agencies or facilities which serve residents. 
Community or Social Services often address the special 
needs of various population groups such as seniors, 
low-income families and the disabled. 


a person who is employed in one municipality and resides 
in another and who regularly travels between the two. 


land uses which have little or no adverse impacts on 
each other. 


the expansion, construction, rehabilitation and/or new 
use of buildings or properties. 


the area bounded by Wilson/York, Wellington, Jackson and 
Bay and includes portions of James Street North and 
South. The area is also defined on Schedule A. The area 
is also referred to as the Downtown Core. This is 
generally the same area as the Central Business District 
(CBD) of the City, however, the precise boundaries of the 
CBD will be determined in a separate study. 


the physical, social and economic nature of an area. In 

the Central Area Plan the term "environment" is used both 
in its most broad form and in a more specific form, e.g. 

the physical environment. 


development resulting in buildings generally higher than 
six storeys, depending on context. 


Infilling 


Institutional 


Social 
Housing 


LACAC 


Links 


Market 
Area 


Multi-modal] 


Transportation 
Terminal 


ay ee 


the building on or development of vacant space between 
existing buildings or developments. The space is 
generally equivalent in size to adjoining properties on 
either side but may be as small as one building lot 
between two large buildings. 


land use or activity related to cultural, entertainment, 
religious, educational, governmental or recreational 
functions. Institutional uses generally operate on a 
non-profit basis as a service to the community. Examples 
in the Central Area include schools, churches, hospitals, 
recreational centres, theatres, Hamilton Place, the Art 
Gallery, and the Convention Centre. 


housing funded by various levels of government which is 

integrated with other types of housing so that a mix of 

income groups results. Example are Municipal Non-Profit 
Housing and Co-operative Housing. 


Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee. Its 
function is to advise the City Council on matters 
concerning the preservation of buildings and districts of 
architectural and historical significance. 


pedestrian or bicycle paths that link the Escarpment and 
Bay with parks, commercial roads and other destinations. 
The type of link will vary, depending on location, but 
could include existing sidewalks, rights-of-way, 
alleyways and open spaces. 


An economic and service area which extends beyond the 
Hamilton-Wentworth boundary and of which the Central Area 
is defined as a "regional" centre. The market area may 
vary depending upon the type service considered, e.g. 
retail, consumer, business, transportation, public sector 
services. However it generally includes Hamilton- 
Wentworth, Niagara, Haldimand-Norfolk and Halton Regions 
and Brant County. 


a facility incorporating most or all the usual forms of 
transportation such as train, bus, rapid transit, and air 
connections. The intention is to combine such uses in 
one building to facilitate transfers and coordinate 
drop-off and pick-up of passengers. 


Parks 


PARKLAND 
HIERARCHY 


Neighbourhood Park 


Community Park 
City-wide Park 
Metropolitan 


Perf ormance 
Standards 


Perimeter 
Road 


Public 
Participation 


Recreation 
Facilities 


Residential 
Neighbourhoods 


Site Plan 
Control] 


Ribbon 
Commercial 


Tenure 


etme 


Us a aha Plan outlines the following hierarchy of 
parks: 


SERVICE RADIUS 
OBJECTIVE 
(KILOMETRES) 


PARKLAND OBJECTIVES PER 
1,000 POPULATION SERVED 
(HECTARES) 


Not less than .5 
Not less than .5 


Not more than .8 
Not more than 1.6 


Not less than 1.9 No maximum 
No minimun 
Total 2.9+ 


established physical and environmental measures used to 
evaluate the appropriateness of development during the 
zoning and site plan approval process. 


an industrial perimeter road linking Burlington Street to 
Hwy. 403. 


the opportunity for the general public to become involved 
in the decision making process. In a planning context 
public participation allows individual residents to be 
involved in the identification, evaluation and 
recommendation of planning options through Advisory 
Committees, public meetings, and written submissions. 


buildings or centres where the primary use is leisure or 
recreational activities such as sports, crafts, 
amusements or relaxation. 


areas of the City where the primary land use is 
associated with living, with housing of all types from 
single-family dwellings to apartment units. Examples in 
the Central Area include Durand, Corktown, Beasley, 
Central and the North End. 


development control over site design features of a 
development, including grading, landscaping, access, 
parking lot layout, building design and overall site 
design. Site Plan control is authorized under Section 40 
of the Planning Act. 


a category of commercial use which is generally located 
in ribbon fashion along major roads, with individual 
accesses and maximum exposure to the street and has 
parking in front of the building. 


the form of ownership or occupancy of a building or 
property, e.g. condominium, freehold, rental or 
co-operative. 


Tourist 
Facilities 
and Services 


Waterfront 


Waterfront 
Master Plan 


Woonerf 


= Con 


uses and activities dependent upon, catering to, 
attracting the non-resident public and persons visiting 
the area for a short-term stay. 


that part of the Central Area between Queen and Victoria 
Avenue which fronts onto Hamilton Harbour. It includes 
publicly-owned land (the former Lax property), lands of 
the Hamilton Harbour Commission (Piers 8 and 10) and 
portions of residential lands within the North End East 
and West neighbourhoods. 


the land use and development concept for the Waterfront 
Bish anice by Coombs, Kirkland and Berridge, dated 
eptember, 1985. 


street design which allows pedestrians to use the street 
surface on equal terms with vehicles through type of 
paving, placing of vegetation and bollards, signs, speed 
limits, etc. 
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